
​Dear Billings Community Member,​

​This past December, Mayflower United Church of Christ was vandalized with a hateful​
​message, and its banner of welcome was torn down. With a rise in hate-motivated harassment​
​in our community, we are reminded of Billings’ powerful history of standing together against hate​
​in 1993. See​​www.niot.org/history​​for more background.​

​In the spirit of Billings’ historical work, we are coming together to form an ad hoc working team​
​that is prepared to rapidly mobilize a strong response should this disturbing harassment​
​continue. It is not our intention to form a new organization; but we are inviting organizations,​
​churches, unions, businesses, professions, civic and elected leaders, and all people of good will​
​to stand together to make it clear that these type of actions are not acceptable or supported in​
​our Billings, just as thousands did in 1993.​

​We share in our commitment to stand beside vulnerable Billings neighbors, friends, and​
​institutions who may be targeted because of race, religion, ethnicity, disability, sexual​
​orientation, gender identity, or political beliefs.​

​We invite you to join us.​

​Sincerely,​
​Ad Hoc Committee Member​

​For more information, official connections or to request a community response please visit​
​www.niotbillings.org​​or email our committee at​​notinourtownbillings@gmail.com​
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